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January 22, 1999

Ms Marysnn Anderson |
U.S. Department of Brergy ‘ !
Rocky Flats Field Office Bldg. 460, P.O. Box 928 l o
Golden, Colorado 80402-0928

Dear Ms. Anderson:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments by the City of
Westminster on ths Proposed Action Memorandum for the East Trenchos
Plumes. Alternative 3 is supported with the following considorations, concerns
and tequests for further information noted:

o  Pago 3 of tho PAM indicates that the proposed action for the Bast Trench
plumes has the objective “to protect surface water and reduce the VOC
contaminant mass loading in surfuce water to the extent practicable.”The
PAM indicates that VOC contuminotion has reached South Walaut Creek,
Ploase provide the ¢ity with additional information as to what
will be used to deforming what ‘is a practicable reduction; and what
percentags of contaminant removal s anticipated by tho passive reactive
motal treatment that is being proposed

¢ Information presented by Rocky Mountain Remediation Scxvicea at the
January 18, 1999 Citizens Advisory Board meeting Indicated that the
treatment systera planned would not contain all the VOC's from the Trench
Plums. Ploase provide information as to the percentage of VOC's that
could be axpected to reach Walnut Creck with the new system in place

* Page 15, paragraph 2 notes that the Bast Trenches groundwatee contaminant
plame s not currently cansing exooodences at the points of compliance but
that this cannot bo assnred afler sito closure. Also noted is the fact that the
Valloy Fill Allavium is a preferential pathway for coptaminated
groundwator to move towards the Site boundary. Tha City of Wastminster
is eoncerned about the potential for future migrations of contamination into
Walnut Creek, which flows through tha City to the Big Dry Creck drainage,
It is rccommonded that the sito work with tho City of Westminster to
detarmine a Jong-torm protection strategy for surface water leaving the site
and flowing into Walnut Creck.
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Creek, A action now conoentrarions from reaching the stroara. The proposed
system is similar to thar for the East ~ building an 850 foot fong collection system, with
paasive flow-through trearment cells, containing reactive iron to reduce nitrates snd rémove uranipm. The
project is ox; w0 cost approximately $2.2 million, The publio comment period beging in Pabroary,
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¢ Develop a costhenefit analysia that factors in any srewatdship costs and maintepance of the systems in the

futore,
Influsnt and effiusnt waters should be monitored clogely to ensure radionuclides are adequaisly removed

trentment system,
. %mmadm'&mummmnmmmmmm;mm«memnowmmm
. Solar Ponds. Due to the praximity of these areas, shouldn’s the flows be mare similar?
¢ Wil the troatment systems be sbie to handle nowumunmhomvodmh:dwmm
» Concamns about possiblo seapage of the Solar Plume via surface discharge, what are the

. m::mln l'cr&. 'W Implctlz!o water quality? ;

v

v’ perfarmance data from the Mound Plume project:

v ucopy of the plume maps; and

v specifics abont the mechanisms and chesmiatry chat allows the iron filings to remove uranium.

Waste Slarage Propasal, Koaneth Werth, who ia &
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at the Rocky alte, 3 w-°m' that 8 pyramid facility bo built at

pyramid would honse

tation of the CAD slide show, which has
ty to review and revise the script of the
ven comment forms and were asked to write

. Developmen ' igp. Staff members roviewed for the Board the status of

ot the remainder of sion discussion. Fist, anomlhnwuwvgmdofwhnttho\m{on
m’:nm could concejvahly look Hke, includmw executive summary of recommandations;
on on the zita aud the Board itscif; 's core values wiated to oleanup and closme; md spacific
recommandations on jtems dontified in the Board's work plaa such as waste management, enviro
restortion, DAD, shipment of special nuclear matarials, and sease/stewardship. The Bowrd will foons its
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» Page 23 Gronndwaier Monitoring indicates that the treatment systom
influent will be monitored monthly for tho first year; offluent will bo
monitored monthly for the first 6 months and then quarterly thereaficr; and
the downgradient water quality monitored quarterly, We would recommend
that the influent and efflvent be moasured bi-momthly for the first six
months to determine the officiency of VOC removal by the system. X it is
found to be operating properly monitoring should be performed monthly for
the next two years to delormine that the system is operating properly over a
longet timo perlod. We request that the city be provided with copios of
analytical and monitoring reports already gathered for this system.

{

*  Pagn. 20, section 4.3, “Water Quality” notes that “The system will treat
contaminated groundwater and discherge cloan water to the aquifer via an
infileration gallery or discharge water diveotly t0 South Walnut Creck.”
Because of the Clty’s concem for watcr quality in Walnut Creek, we request
thattbatthsﬂtybemﬁﬁodmdconéuleedpﬂorwmydmi&ionbdnzmdo
for direct dischargo to Sovth Walnst Creek _

* ‘The Mound site has had & passive treatment system in placs for removal of
VOC’s for more than a year. Please provide us with a copy of the laboratory
analyais data report showing the percent removal of VOC contamination,by
&kwm&oﬂowmmmghthc!ymmdotbﬂperﬁnm

‘armation, :

The site notes that Rast Trench remediation system will be in place for many
yeats after site closuro. Since tho selection of this remedy will nocessitate an
institutional eontrol, we recommend thai the site provids a cost benefit analysis
of the various options. Although passive remediation has a low upfront cost,
thero could bo a long-term maintenance and monitoring function that would
require funding for a Jong period of time. Who would provide the long term
monitoring and maintenancs and funding for snch aotivities?

Thank you for the opportunily to provide these comments.

| Sincerel % ;
Mn%ow, Rocky Hlats Coordinator
City of Westminster

£ Plume




